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Albanian Visa regime changes for different countries

DCM 1189, dated 24.12.2020 “On ownership transfer rules, terms, 
method of calculation and notification of land purchase payment, 
discount received, as well as the approval of the property transfer 
act template, in stimulated areas”.
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n April 2021 has entered into force the 
latest amendments of the Decision No. 

513 dated 13.03.2015 which affects the 
entrance and staying period of foreign citizens 
in Albania. Respectively, the following addi-
tions and changes are made in the Decision:

O a. Citizens issued with a valid residence 
permit provided by the competent 
authorities of the United Arab Emirates 
are now exempted from the obligation 
to obtain a visa to enter and stay in the 
Republic of Albania for up to 90 days for 
180 days, for equivalent purposes with 
those of the "C" type visa. In other 
words, citizens of any nationality who 
are provided with a valid residence 
permit issued by the competent 
authorities of the United Arab Emirates 
for stays of up to 90 days within 180 can 
enter and stay in Albania without a visa.

b. Citizens of the following countries may 
enter and stay for 90 days within 180 
days in Albania only with their Passport 
and without a Visa for the period from 1 
April 2021 up to 31 December 2021: 
Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, Egypt, India, 
Qatar, Oman, Russia and Thailand
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Albana Fona DCM 1189, dated 
24.12.2020 “On 
ownership transfer 
rules, terms, method 
of calculation and 
notification of land 
purchase payment, 
discount received, as 
well as the approval 
of the property 
transfer act template, 
in stimulated areas”.

n 24/12/2020 the Council of Minis-
ters approved the decision no 1189, 

defining the rules, method of calculation 
of the price and property transfer act for 
the transfer of the ownership rights over 
the functional or free land in stimulated 
areas, in compliance with Law 20/2020 
“On the finalization of transitional own-
ership processes” and Law 111/2018 
“On Cadaster”.

O According to the legislation in force, "Stimu-
lated area" is any part of the territory of the 
Republic of Albania, for which, in accordance 
with law no. 7665, dated 21/1/1993, "On the 
development of areas with priority tourism" 
(abrogated), has been approved to carry out 
stimulated activities and / or non-tourism 
activities / non-stimulated activities in areas 
with tourism priority. Meanwhile, a “Stimu-
lated person” is any individual or judicial 
person who has benefited the title of the 
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Albana Fona stimulated person, in accordance with Law no. 
7665, dated 21.1.1993, (abrogated).

According to DCM 1189, the process for the 
approval of the ownership transfer rights 
over the land is initiated by:

a. Through an official request of the stimu-
lated person filed with the e-Albania 
platform;

b. Directly, from the local directorate of 
National Agency on Cadaster, in the 
case when the interested subject is a 
registered owner of the constructed 
unit but has not submitted an official 
request for the transfer of ownership of 
the land.

If the official request for the transfer of the 
ownership rights over the Land, is not submit-
ted within the 12-month period from the entry 
into force of law no. 20/2020, " On the finaliza-
tion of transitional ownership processes ", the 
provisions of article 51 of the same law shall 
be applied.

Meanwhile, the request for the transfer of 
ownership rights over the LAND in stimulated 
areas, administered before the entry into 
force of law no. 20/2020, "On the finalization 
of transitional ownership processes", for 
which the administrative procedure hasn’t 
been completed yet, shall be subject to the 
rules defined in the Decision 1189 dated 
24.12.2020
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LPA LEGAL refers to one or more of LPA LEGAL Network in Slovenia, Montenegro, Macedonia, Albania or Kosovo.
Legal and Professional Services Albania is a limited liability company"LLC),its regional network of member Flrms, and their related entities. Each of its member Firms are legally separate and independent entities. LPA 
(also referred to as "LPA NETWORK") does not provide services to clients. Please see www.lpalbania.com/about to learn more about our regional network of member �rms. 

LPA LEGAL provides, legal consulting, �nancial advisory, due diligence services, tax and related services to public and private clients spanning multiple industries. Our Network serves more than 50 companies of Fortune 
Global 500© companies in more than 5 countries and territories bringing exceptional capabilities, insights, and high-quality service to address clients' most complex business challenges. 

To learn more about how LPA LEGAL NETWORK approximately 120 professionals make an impact that matters, 
please connect with us on Facebook, Linkedin, or Twitter.

This communication contains general information only, and none of LPA LEGAL, its member �rms, or their related entities (collectively, the "LPA Network" is, by means of this communication, rendering professional advice or 
services. Before making any decision or taking any action that may a�ect your �nances or your business, you should consult a qualifed professional adviser. No entity in the LPA Network shall be responsible for any loss 
whatsoever sustained by any person who relies on this communication. 
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